Food Film Festival

June 12, 13, 14, and 16
Harding Family Center

411 North 15th Street, Coeur d’Alene, Idaho
7:00 pm – 9:30 pm (depending on lengths of films)

Sponsored by the Kootenai County Health Linkages Committee 

and the Harding Family Center

Some films have close associations with food. The Smithsonian Exhibit, Key Ingredients:  America by Food, will be at the Hayden Library from May 26th through July 8th www.keyingredients.org.  In conjunction with this important food exhibit we will feature four films for adults and also have classic films for children that highlight a food theme. (North Idaho College Head Start staff, teens, and adult volunteers will supervise children.) 

There will be no charge to see these films.  Participants are invited to bring a dish, potluck-style, that more or less follows the theme of the film.  Suggestions are listed after each film.  

Participants will watch the films, and then the children will join the adults to sample the treats and share reactions to the films.

The purpose is to have fun while watching films that usually don’t find their way to Coeur d’Alene—sort of like a Smithsonian exhibit.  Come to one or to all four!

Schedule

Monday, June 12th 7:00 pm

Adults

Tampopo Written and directed by Juzo Itami. In Japanese with English subtitles.  Unlike many of its classic food film counterparts, this Japanese comedy is not based on a novel. It also has no cinematic match. A "noodle western" about a trucker who helps turn an inept cook (Tampopo) into a stellar ramen chef, the story is often interrupted by small, outrageous vignettes demonstrating the various passions that food evokes. Decadent, delirious, hilarious.

Children

My Neighbor Totoro   Two young girls, Satsuke and her younger sister Mei, move into a house in the country with their father to be closer to their hospitalized mother. Satsuke and Mei discover that the nearby forest is inhabited by magical creatures called Totoros (pronounced toe-toe-ro). They soon befriend these Totoros, and have several magical adventures.


Food
Sauces to go on spaghetti to celebrate this Japanese “Spaghetti Western”

Tuesday, June 13th 7:00 pm

Adults: 

Babette's Feast Written and directed by Gabriel Axel.  Based on a short story by Isak Dinesen.  In Danish, Swedish, and French with English subtitles  When a housekeeper (Stéphane Audran) in nineteenth-century Denmark comes into some money, she sets about preparing an elaborate meal for her employers to celebrate their late father's one-hundredth birthday. In the process, judgments are lifted, identities are revealed, and we all gasp at the unusual French delicacies of that time. One of the great food films that, like the dinner prepared within, slowly yet steadily unfolds, leaving you charmed and fully satisfied.
Children:

The Red Balloon A boy finds a balloon - or is it the other way around? Together the pair wanders the beautiful streets of Paris, coping with grownups and the local bands of children. When one of the pair disappears, the loss is but temporary...

Food: 

Small plates of fruit, cheeses, and cakes...like Babette’s dessert
Wednesday, June 14th 7:00 pm

Adults:

Mosty Martha Written and directed by Sandra Nettelbeck.  In German and Italian with English subtitles. When director Nettelbeck set out to make a film about a female chef who didn't like to eat, she wanted to create food scenes that illustrated the heroine's inability to communicate--practically and emotionally--with her staff as well as her family. And this she did, showing the relationship between the nourishing of others and that of one's self. There's tragedy, personal struggle, and simmering romantic tension in this generally pleasing, aesthetically luscious tale of a successful Hamburg chef (Martina Gedeck) who comes to learn that passion isn't just the name of a fruit.
Children:

Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory  Charlie Bucket, a poor boy who is barely able to support his family, is fortunate to be chosen as one of the 5 people to go inside the most popular and powerful chocolate factory in the world: The Willy Wonka Chocolate Factory. But a stranger, named Arthur Slugworth, tempts the kids to steal a piece of candy and give it to him. In exchange, he will make them rich. Willy Wonka, played by Gene Wilder, soon introduces them to the factory, and starts the grand tour around the factory. Once inside, the 5 winners start to run amuck. One by one, the 5 kids start to disappear, until it is only Charlie that remains. At this point, Wonka starts to ignore Charlie, and then tells him why: because Charlie and Grandpa Joe drank some forbidden product without permission. Will Charlie turn against Wonka? Or will he discover that he was wrong and make up what he has done?
Food:

German/Austrian:  Sausages?  Pretzels?  Cookies?  Then there’s the chocolate factory!

Friday, June 16th 7:00 pm

Adults:

Eat Drink Man Woman Written by Ang Lee, James Schamus, Hui-Ling Wang  Directed by Ang Lee.  In Mandarin with English subtitles.  A widower and master chef (Sihung Lung) losing his sense of taste tries to keep family food traditions alive as his three grown and distinctly different daughters struggle to assert their independence. The dinner table becomes the site of conflict as well as of familial healing and growth, and the cinematography is finely tuned to present the Chinese delicacies in the most nurturing light. 

Children:

Wallace and Gromit in Three Amazing Adventures Wallace and Gromit are wonderful characters, and it's a pleasure to watch them develop together in these three films, as well as the short-short films called "Cracking contraptions." It's also fascinating to watch how the claymation process becomes more sophisticated as the series progresses. But right from the start, what marked this animation team was their loving attention to detail. Who but Wallace would provide his spacecraft with flowered wallpaper, framed pictures, and a floorlamp? Who but Gromit would want dog-bone wallpaper in his room and read books like "Electronics for Dogs?"
Food:

What has been a favorite with your family: finger foods, ethnic treats, mother’s specialty, other?  You might even consider bringing the recipe to share.
